Okavango Experience Trip Notes

Big adventures through big landscapes; these journeys take you well off the beaten track to experience the sights, sounds and smells of remote regions up close. Travelling in purpose built vehicles along rugged roads, you'll search for wildlife, visit isolated communities and camp in tents. On an Overland journey you're more than just a passenger, you're part of the crew, pitching in to set up camp, shop for food and even cook. And, like all great adventures, the more you put in the more you'll get out! 

Accommodation 

Participatory camping for 7 nights. Accommodation is provided in spacious two person canvas dome tents with comfortable mattresses. Sleeping bags are available to hire if needed.

The camp sites are in great locations. When we stay in public camp sites the bathroom facilities can be VERY basic (the toilets may be squat style hole in the ground) and not as clean as Intrepid would hope for. There is rarely toilet paper provided and shower facilities can be a hose pipe spurting out cold water. Once again, the spectacular serenity and chance to sleep inside National Parks so close to nature makes a little inconvenience all worthwhile and part of the African safari experience. Plus not all campsites are as basic as this description, it's just to make sure there are no surprises for you. 

Meals 

While camping on Overland journeys, all meals will be included. You may be required to share in cooking and shopping duties for the group's meals. When you are not camping you will have the freedom to decide where, what and with whom you eat. 

Meals included are 6 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 6 Dinners. Allow USD $80 for meals not included.

Single Travellers 

Single travellers share with people of the same sex for the duration of the trip, in accommodation ranging from twin to multi-share. 

Transport 

Safari vehicle, boat, ferry, mokoro (dugout canoe), walking

Local Payment 

A local payment amount of USD $300 will be collected by your leader on day 1 of your trip. 

Age Limit 

Please note the minimum age for this trip is 18 years old and bookings for minors, even if accompanied by a parent, are not accepted. 

What To Bring 

You will need to bring a mixture of lightweight clothing, some warm items for the evenings, and long shirts and pants for protection against mosquitoes in malarial areas. When packing, be aware that dress standards are conservative throughout Africa. To respect this and for your own comfort, we strongly recommend modest clothing. 

For comfort reasons luggage is limited on each trip to 1 backpack, 1 small daypack, sleeping bag and camera per person . Soft Bags only may be used (i.e.: no suitcases.) Please note that there are storage facilities. We provide you with your tent, sleeping mat and cooking equipment. 

- Binoculars 

- Torch & Batteries - a head torch allows you to use both your hands and the light at the same time!

- Sun Screen & Hat 

- Insect Repellent 

- Small Personal First Aid Kit 

- Towel 

- Comfortable Walking Shoes 

- Rain Coat (if travelling in rainy season) 

- Anti malaria Medication 

- Camera and films 

- Roll of Toilet Paper 

- Warm jacket for evenings 

- Sleeping Bag (can be hired)

- Swimming Gear 

Malaria prophylaxis is strongly recommended for the safari.

Activities
Activities Included 

This is a list of included activities on this trip:

- Evening game drive - Khama Rhino Sanctuary 

- Mokoro trip - Okavango Delta

- Guided walk - Okavango Delta

- Fish-eagle river cruise - Chobe National Park

- Victoria Falls - Livingstone

Optional Activities

We list the following optional activities for your information. This is not an exhaustive list and should be used as a guide only.

- Scenic flight, Okavango Delta - US$75

- Makgadikgadi Salt Pans trip, Okavango Delta - US$

- Dawn game drive, Chobe National Park - US$50

- Gorge swing and abseil, Livingstone - US$95

- Zambezi jet boats, Livingstone - US$90

- Canoeing Zambezi, Livingstone - US$90

- Horse riding (2 hours), Livingstone - US$70

- Elephant riding, Livingstone - US$140 (plus Park Fee)

- White water rafting, Livingstone - US$135

- Flight over the falls, Livingstone - US$110-220

Travel Insurance 

Travel insurance is compulsory. At a minimum, you must be covered for medical expenses including emergency repatriation. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers personal liability, cancellation, curtailment and loss of luggage and personal effects.

When travelling on a group trip, you will not be permitted to join the group until evidence of travel insurance and the insurance company's 24 hour emergency contact number has been seen by your leader.

If you have credit card insurance your tour leader will require details of the participating insurer/underwriter, the level of coverage, policy number and emergency contact telephone number rather than the Bank's name and credit card details. 

Visas 

Please note that visas are the responsibility of the individual traveller. The visa requirements for your trip vary depending on where you are from and where you are going. 

Guidelines:

Citizens of Australia, UK, and USA do not need visas to visit Botswana as a tourist for up to three months. Citizens of other countries, including most EU countries, should check with the relevant consulates as to whether a visa is required.

Citizens of Australia, UK, and most EU countries do not need visas to visit South Africa as a tourist for up to three months. Citizens of other countries should check with the relevant consulates as to whether a visa is required.

Zambian visas are required by most nationalities, including from the EU, US and Australia. All nationalities should check with the Zambian Embassy for more information. For most nationalities, Zambian visas are available at the point of entry but if you plan to purchase your visa on arrival, you will need American dollars cash.

Health 

All travellers need to be in good physical health in order to participate fully in the travel experience. If, in the opinion of our group leader, any traveller is unable to complete the itinerary without undue risk to themselves and/or the rest of the group, he or she may be exclude from all or part of a trip without refund. 

A valid international certificate of vaccination against Yellow Fever is required if arriving within 6 days from or via an infected area. You may be required if asked to present this on arrival at the airport. Other vaccinations including Hepatitis A, Typhoid and Polio are recommended but we advise you to discuss this with your doctor. 

Consult your doctor for up-to-date information and prescriptions for vaccinations, anti-malarial requirements and any reasonably foreseeable illnesses whilst travelling in Africa. We recommend that you carry a first aid kit as well as any personal medical requirements (including a spare pair of glasses). 

Please be aware that for legal reasons our leaders/guides are prohibited from administering any type of drug including headache tablets and antibiotics. Please ensure that you are adequately prepared.

Money Exchange 

The best way to manage your money in Africa is a mixture of USD cash in clean crisp, post 2003 notes, an ATM card (best to have both Visa and Master card) and some travellers cheques (becoming harder to cash). 

Cash is easily changed at exchange bureaus and offers the best rates. Appropriate currencies to bring your cash in are the USD, EUR or GBP. The South African Rand can also be used widely in countries of Southern Africa. Any other currencies may prove impossible to change in Africa.

When changing money, only use reputable authorized money exchange vendors and never anyone on the street. There have been incidents of travellers fallen victim to common scams at cash machines. 

You should also carry some travellers cheques for back up and emergency cash. Please only bring well known cheque brands (ie American Express/Barclays) in USD or Euro currency. 

Laundry 

There are few laundry facilities outside of the large cities in Africa. We recommend you bring non-polluting, biodegradable laundry soap and hand wash while travelling in this region. You may wish to bring a piece of rope to tie between trees to act as a line and maybe even a couple of pegs. Our trucks carry tubs which can be used for cold water hand washing.

Checklist 

The following checklist is to be used as a guide only and is not intended to be a complete packing list. 

Travel documents: passport, visa, travel insurance, air tickets, vouchers

Health requirements arranged

Any Vaccination Certificates required 

Money: travellers cheques/cash/credit card

Travel plug / international adapter

Money pouch 

First Aid kit and personal medication

Sleeping bag (4 season)

Travel pillow

Swimming costume and towel

Day pack to carry your personal needs during the day

Alarm clock and torch/flashlight 

Mosquito repellent

Sunscreen, hat and sunglasses

Refillable water bottle and water purification method

Comfortable walking shoes with good grip

Tampons are difficult to buy in most parts of Africa

Toilet paper (the truck will have some but if you would like your own soft stuff....)

A padlock for locker/tent/bag 

Wet Wipes (disinfectant hand tissues)and/or hand sanitizer

Warm clothes for the cooler nights

Waterproof jacket or umbrella

Camera

Binoculars

Mobile phone - check you have international roaming access

Photos or postcards of your home country/family/pets to share with locals

Safety 

We recommend that you check your government's advice for their latest travel information before departure. 

We strongly recommend the use of a neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe-keeping of your passport, air tickets, cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewellery at home. 

A lock is recommended for securing your luggage.

Please use your own good judgment when selecting an activity in your free time. Please also note that your group leader has the authority to amend or cancel any part of the trip itinerary if it is deemed necessary due to safety concerns.

Participation Form 

All travellers are required to sign a Participation Form on day 1 of the trip. Please note that signing the form is a prerequisite.

